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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1.- 11. (Canceled) 

12. (New) An image pickup apparatus comprising: 

a moving-picture pickup unit that picks up a moving picture and outputs a first moving- 
picture signal having a first horizontal pixel density; 

a storage unit that stores a still picture having a second horizontal pixel density; 

a first horizontal pixel density conversion unit that reads out the still picture from the storage 
unit and converts the second horizontal pixel density thereof into the first horizontal pixel density; 

a picture synthesis unit that synthesizes the still picture having a horizontal pixel density is 
converted into the first horizontal pixel density by the first horizontal pixel density conversion unit 
and one of the first moving-picture signal outputted from the moving-picture pickup unit and a 
second moving-picture signal having the first horizontal pixel density; 

a second horizontal pixel density conversion unit that converts the first horizontal pixel 
density of the synthesized picture outputted from the picture synthesis unit into the second horizontal 
pixel density; and 

a write control unit that writes the synthesized picture outputted from the second horizontal 
pixel density conversion unit into the storage unit. 
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13. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 12, further comprising: 

a recording/reproducing unit that records the first moving-picture signal and reproduces a 
signal corresponding to the first moving-picture signal as the second moving-picture signal; and 

a signal switching unit that selectively supplies the first moving-picture signal and the second 
moving-picture signal to the picture synthesis unit. 

14. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the still picture stored 
in the storage unit is a title picture. 

15. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 12, wherein the synthesized 
picture written into the storage unit is a still picture. 

16. (New) An image pickup apparatus comprising: 

a moving-picture pickup unit that picks up a moving picture and outputs a first moving- 
picture signal having a non-tetragonal lattice; 

a storage unit that stores a still picture having a tetragonal lattice; 

a first converting unit that converts the tetragonal lattice of the still picture read out from the 
storage unit into a non-tetragonal lattice; 
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a picture synthesis unit that synthesizes the still picture converted by the first converting unit 
to have the non-tetragonal lattice and one of the first moving-picture signal outputted from the 
moving-picture pickup unit and a second moving-picture signal having the non-tetragonal lattice; 

a second converting unit that converts the non-tetragonal lattice of the synthesized picture 
outputted from the picture synthesis unit into the tetragonal lattice; and 

a write control unit that writes the synthesized picture outputted from the second converting 
unit into the storage unit. 

17. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 16, further comprising: 

a recording/reproducing unit that records the first moving-picture signal and reproduces a 
signal corresponding to the first moving-picture signal as the second moving-picture signal; and 

a signal switching unit that selectively supplies the first moving-picture signal and the second 
moving-picture signal to the picture synthesis unit. 

1 8. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 1 6, wherein the still picture stored 
in the storage unit is a title picture. 

19. (New) The image pickup apparatus according to claim 16, wherein the synthesized 
picture written into the storage unit is a still picture. 
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20. (New) A signal processing method using in an image pickup apparatus, the method 
comprising: 

an outputting step of picking up a moving picture and outputting a first moving-picture signal 
having a first horizontal pixel density; 

a reading-out step of reading out a still picture having a second horizontal pixel density stored 
in a storage unit; 

a first converting step of converting the second horizontal pixel density of the still picture 
read out from the storage unit into the first horizontal pixel density; 

a synthesizing step of synthesizing the still picture having a horizontal pixel density that is 
converted into the first horizontal pixel density by the first converting step and one of the first 
moving-picture signal outputted by the outputting step and a second moving-picture signal having 
the first horizontal pixel density; 

a second converting step of converting the first horizontal pixel density of the synthesized 
picture synthesized by the synthesizing step into the second horizontal pixel density; and 

a writing step of writing the synthesized picture converted by the second converting step into 
the storage unit. 

21. (New) The signal processing method according to claim 20, further comprising: 

a reproducing step of recording the first moving-picture signal outputted by the outputting 
step and reproducing a signal corresponding to the first moving-picture signal as the second moving- 
picture signal; and 
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a switching step of switching between the first moving-picture signal and the second moving- 
picture signal as a moving-picture signal to be synthesized with the still picture by the synthesizing 
step. 

22. (New) The signal processing method according to claim 20, wherein the still picture 
stored in the storage unit is a title picture. 

23. (New) The signal processing method according to claim 20, wherein the synthesized 
picture written into the storage unit is a still picture. 

24. (New) A signal processing method using in an image pickup apparatus, the method 
comprising: 

an outputting step of picking up a moving picture and outputting a first moving-picture signal 
having anon-tetragonal lattice; 

a reading-out step of reading out a still picture having a tetragonal lattice stored in a storage 

unit; 

a first converting step of converting the tetragonal lattice of the still picture read out from the 
storage unit into a non-tetragonal lattice; 

a synthesizing step of synthesizing the still picture converted by the first converting step to 
have the non-tetragonal lattice and one of the first moving-picture signal outputted by the outputting 
step and a second moving-picture signal having the non-tetragonal lattice; 
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a second converting step of converting the non-tetragonal lattice of the synthesized picture 
synthesizing by the synthesizing step into the tetragonal lattice; and 

a writing step of writing the synthesized picture converted by the second converting step into 
the storage unit. 

25. (New) The signal processing method according to claim 24, further comprising: 

a reproducing step of recording the first moving-picture signal outputted by the outputting 
step and reproducing a signal corresponding to the first moving-picture signal as the second moving- 
picture signal; and 

a switching step of switching between the first moving-picture signal and the second moving- 
picture signal as a moving-picture signal to be synthesized with the still picture by the synthesizing 
step. 

26. (New) The signal processing method according to claim 24, wherein the still picture 
stored in the storage unit is a title picture. 

27. (New) The signal processing method according to claim 24, wherein the synthesized 
picture written into the storage unit is a still picture. 
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